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Sustainability is a different way of thinking that is changing each profession, government and business.  It started in the 1980’s by reminding business that there was a triple bottom line (TBL).  This meant that environment and community issues needed to be taken seriously as well as the financial bottom line.  For those companies who took their environmental responsibilities seriously some of the magic of sustainability began to occur.  I saw this when I was a member of the EPA in Perth.  I found that poorly considered proposals generally were not just environmentally hazardous, but usually reflected second-rate technology and poor profitability.

More recently sustainability has begun to move us to a deeper level.  The TBL is now seen as a first cut only as sustainability has begun to shape the whole of business operations and focus.  The Minerals Council of Australia has called this a focus on ‘enduring value,’ the long-term assets of a region.  Argyle Diamonds, for example, are focusing their whole operations on the in-perpetuity assets that are created in the Kimberley region.  These long-term assets include enhanced employment and life skills, particularly amongst Indigenous people, a more desirable environment, and improved health in the local community.  The link between this approach and enhanced shareholder value has been pursed y Joseph Fiksel (www.AHCGroup.com) through the many ‘intangibles’ that influence business value, such as innovation, staff morale, and stakeholder engagement.

Perhaps of most significance is that sustainability taken seriously opens up many opportunities for partnership in generating these long-term assets for a community.  Such partnerships mean that national alliances with government and the community are formed.  Communities and governments are suspicious of companies that seem only to be oriented to short-term goals. Businesses who have worked through the long-term assets that they would like to help create in a region are going to find links to government and community easy.

What can this mean for sustainable cities?  Cities are becoming more sustainable when they are ‘reducing their ecological footprint (less energy, water, land, materials, and waste), whilst simultaneously improving quality of life (health, housing, community…) within the capacity of the city and its bioregion’.  This is the definition from my book Sustainability & Cities and it has been applied now in WA (www.sustainability.dpc.wa.gov.au), and NSW (www.dipnr.nsw.gov.au).  Every step in a city’s development needs to reflect this.  Each new building, potential development project, and anticipated piece of infrastructure needs to demonstrate a more sustainable city.

A simple way to say this, or to test this, is to suggest every new project needs to be creating enduring value in a city.  Businesses can check what they are doing and ask whether their children and grandchildren will be provided with a legacy for which they can be proud.

We can’t really know for sure what this legacy out to be, but we know enough.  We know that:

· Industry will need to produce goods more efficiently in terms of the resources they consume by a factor of 4 or even 10.
· Transport infrastructure will have to move dramatically away from oil and from generating the crippling car dependence of our present cities.
· Buildings will use a fraction of the water and energy they use now.
· Products will designed from ‘cradle to cradle’ as completely recyclable with landfill made redundant.
· Water systems will fit within the natural flows in a bioregion closing the loop on all sewage and reusing it in various ways.
· The biodiversity and natural ecosystem functions of the bioregion will be restored and amplified.
· Electricity will increasingly be from renewable sources, and

· Communities will be enhanced in respect to their skills, health, social capital, and ‘sense of place,’ with a deep commitment to sustainability…

None of this will be possible without partnerships- not just between government and industry in new infrastructure, but between business and the community, as they together seek to find the legacy of enduring value in sustainable cities.

