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Abstract

Major trends that are draining people from the grainbelt are globalisation of the economy (and its associated global urban culture) and coastalisation based on lifestyle preferences. A focus on grainbelt towns in partnership with the adjacent global city is needed to reverse the decline. It will require a new quality of life attraction similar to that drawing people to the coast, a stronger sense of place and greater social diversity. It will also require tapping of new global city sustainability obligations through partnerships between the city and its bioregion on issues of biodiversity, new bioindustries and new water regimes and clear planning to contain sprawl in the city and coasts.  Hope for rejuvenation can be provided through the example of inner city areas, which suffered similar problems of decline and reversed them over a thirty year period.

Introduction
Reversing population decline is always a difficult issue but when it has also been long-term, as is the case with the Australian grainbelt, it is often seen to be impossible. This paper will try to show how it may be possible to reverse the population decline in rural areas. It will examine some of the major social, economic and environmental trends that are impacting on the WA grainbelt (though they are the same in the rest of Australia) and it will suggest ways to create a more sustainable future for the region. The key is seen to be establishing partnerships, especially those that link the bush with the city.

Major trends impacting on the grainbelt

The two major economic and social trends affecting the grainbelt are globalisation and coastalisation – both underlie the population decline in the grainbelt. 

Globalisation (and associated urbanisation)
The global economy is driven by globalisation of trade and investment. It appears to be the major factor in the creation of wealth in our age and is unlikely to diminish as a global trend. This trend is closely associated with urbanisation. The global economy is driven by global city services and global city culture. It is particularly attractive for young people who migrate to global cities for education, new jobs and the global city culture. This migration is draining inland rural areas throughout the world (Brotchie et al, 1999) and is particularly evident in the WA grainbelt (Tonts, 2003). 

Cities worldwide are growing at 2.3 per cent per year and rural areas at 0.1 per cent per year. Coastal cities that are trade centres are growing into Megacities as they become the focus of the global economy for that region (Van Vliet, 2001). 

Sydney is Australia’s ‘global city’ and it attracts people from across the country to its jobs and culture. The global city of Australia’s western half is Perth and economic and population trends show the globalisation phenomenon there to be as extreme as anywhere. As Table 1 indicates, the proportion of Gross State Product, and the growth of employment in recent years reflects the problem for the grainbelt – declining economic 

output as a proportion of the State’s economy (now less than 4%) and declining agricultural employment whilst mining, manufacturing and especially services have grown rapidly.

Economic Output (percent Gross State Product)

	
	1987-88
	2002-03
	

	Agriculture (including forestry and fishing)
	6.6 %
	3.6 %
	

	Mining
	13.0 %
	21.3 %
	

	Services

(Finance, business, community, cultural recreation and personal)
	17.4%
	23.9%
	


Employment (number of persons, 1985-87 to 2000-02)

	
	1985-87
	2000-02
	Change

	Agriculture 
	50, 000
	44, 800
	- 11%

	Mining
	27, 200
	32, 500
	+ 20 %

	Manufacturing
	78, 700
	94, 500
	+ 12 %

	Services
	166, 700
	284, 900
	+71%


Table 1 – Sectoral economic and employment change associated with the globalisation process in WA.  Source: Bank West, 2003.

The Western Australian grainbelt (Fig 1) consists of 44 small towns scattered through an area the size of Germany, but the population and regional economy of these small towns has been in steady decline for several decades. The region has experienced a population decline of 0.1% per year for a decade while Perth has grown at 1.6% per year over the same period. Young people in particular have left the area in search of education and to participate in the global city culture of Perth and beyond.

Coastalisation 
Not everyone wants to live in global cities. There are many social reasons (usually ageing), economic reasons (usually housing prices) and environmental reasons (traffic, air quality, urban stress) for people to move away from the cities.  In Australia in recent decades this move has been largely to the coast.

This lifestyle phenomenon is also a global process. Retirees are one large group but there are also other escapees from the global city who have headed for the coast. In the U.S., 37 million people have moved to the coast since 1960 (US Commission on Ocean Policy, 2004). In Australia there are around 70, 000 moving to the coast every year (Button, 2004; Salt, 2001).  This is 50 per cent higher than the growth rate in capital cities. 

Coastalisation has little economic base. People don’t go there for the jobs; they go because of the environmental qualities of the coast (its more even climate and the physical and natural attractions) and the apparent attractions of small town community life. This has been popularised as the ‘seachange’ lifestyle choice.  Although it can be in any location in Australia it is mostly associated with coastal locations. It is a long-term process that is also contributing to the draining of inland towns (Salt, 2001).

Reversing the decline: is it possible?

The contention of this paper is that the health of the grainbelt will not depend on just the health of the landscape but on the health of grainbelt towns. Most economies are based on towns and regions as combinations – both are needed for a healthy and sustainable future. Too often there is a conflict between towns and regions that do not see the ways in which they complement each other. Towns provide the marketing and financial services for a rural community and the social capital and community services that enable people to have a life with identity, meaning and purpose (Jacobs, 1984).

Inland grainbelt towns have lost many of their economic and social functions to the big city in their region. The question is whether this is an inevitable process, or, is it possible to reverse by again building up local economic and social functions. This paper will try to show that it is possible but it will need the link between the global city and its region to be re-established.  It will not happen by reverting to old functions, e.g. the maintenance of hitech tractors has become a part of global city economies due to their specialisation (Frost et al, 2002).  Other functions will need to be found.   By rebuilding the function of small towns in the grainbelt it can help build a healthy grainbelt region.

The paper will suggest how grainbelt towns could address the problem of their economic and social decline by creating a quality of life ‘pull’ to country towns, a global city ‘push’ to country towns and a global city requirement to ensure its bioregion is more functional. 

Quality of life ‘pull’ to grainbelt towns

There are three elements of this ‘pull’ factor:

· Creating a ‘seachange lifestyle’ without the sea,

· Developing a ‘sense of place’ and,

· Providing greater social diversity in grainbelt towns

The global city phenomenon is powerful but it is not the only settlement dynamic. It is possible to learn from the coastalisation process and some deeper aspects of how settlements work to create a process that could rebuild grainbelt towns. It is a matter of creating a more effective way of directing development from the global city and the coast towards the grainbelt towns.

Creating a ‘seachange lifestyle’ without the sea
The coastalisation process is driven by lifestyle and environmental factors. It is about the attractions of a simple lifestyle based around an environment that gives pleasure year around. There is no doubt that there are many attractions associated with the Australian coast but it is not the only place with an interesting environment or where a simple life can be created. The grainbelt country town needs to ensure that the environmental features of their area are improving through landscape protection and town planning. They need to ensure that the “pull” of the simple country life can be provided. There need not be an economic base for this as the coastalisation process certainly is not driven by jobs Birrell et al, 1995 and Stimson and Taylor, 2002).  Economic benefit follows the population growth as new businesses develop from the extra people and the fresh ideas of the new settlers.

Climatic extremes inland are a factor but can be managed better through housing design and landscaping that eases the problems of summer heat and winter cold. This is an architectural issue and there is clearly a need for grainbelt architecture to be seen as far better in its climate control than in coastal areas. It need not be a financially difficult process but it should be a planning/building by-law issue.

The use of environmental quality as a means of reversing settlement decline is well developed as a policy in cities (Newman, 1986). It has not been seen as the priority of grainbelt towns as they have been more pre-occupied with direct jobs strategies. However, the indirect benefits of having more people in a town has many implications for jobs related to town services. As the global city phenomenon increases with rapidly growing housing prices and more intensive urban living there will be a need for an alternative; coastalisation has been the main response to this in recent decades but this too may be reaching some real limits as the settlement pressure and traffic has become more urban.  The grainbelt could provide the alternative site for country town living by emphasizing its lifestyle and environmental qualities, as long as such qualities are real and improving. This will depend a lot on the next policy area.

Building ‘sense of place’/social capital
There is an important literature on the essential qualities of social capital to provide the base for economic capital in any settlement region (Putnam, 1995).  Economies need the community values of trust, reciprocity and accountability that are developed when people share in community activities like sporting and recreational clubs 
(Putnam, 1993). The best kind of social capital for the development of an economy is when people associate with an area over a long time – when they identify and belong (Woolcock, 2001; Goodland, 2002; Bridger and Luloff, 2001).  This is the basis of ‘sense of place’.

‘Sense of place’ is a much discussed concept since George Seddon’s classic work on the Swan Coastal Plain (Seddon, 1972).  It has provoked much philosophical and sociological discussion (Malpas, 1999; Sandercock, 2003) but in practical terms it is a concept of how people perceive their place and respond to its environmental and social challenges.  It is a concept that can be applied to any area – including the grainbelt with its history, landscape and ecology. 

Social capital-oriented development projects can be found across the Australian grainbelt region (e.g. Sirolli, 1995; Gripper, 2004).  They are characterised by economic development arising from the need for greater social networking or using social networks in new ways.  Gulargambone in NSW has created a shop ‘2028’ with multiple economic and social functions  – coffee shop, movie house, library, bookshop, meeting place, training centre – and with it has grown social capital and job spinoffs (Gripper, 2004).  Sirolli’s Local Enterprise Facilitation process has been shown to work in many grainbelt towns and is based on a similar process of building economic projects from social networks.  

For a grainbelt town to develop its people may need a deeper level of identity to be created or discovered, before the social capital-oriented development projects can happen.  This has been focussed by social scientists as the need to create place narratives or to tell the story of an area.

Leonie Sandercock has said:

“For the longest time, ‘story’ was thought of in the social sciences as ‘soft’, inferior, lacking in rigour, or worst insult of all, as a ‘woman/native/other’ way of knowing…. But as Alasdair MacIntyre put it: ‘I can only answer the question “what can I do?” if I can answer the prior question … “of what story or stories do I find myself a part?” ” Sandercock (2003, p182)

This is a crucial insight from social science about what makes a place work, however few grainbelt towns would appear to have made their place narrative a priority as a basis for economic development.  Many places have written local history but this needs to incorporate a stronger sense of how stories dramatise the main issues they face and the hope they can have from shared experiences of pain and heroism.

Town narrative projects can be much more than a document.  There are a number of small towns that have demonstrated that they dramatise their story as a part of economic development.  The most recent success story in Western Australia is Kojonup where the local community have told their story in Kodja Place, the ‘place of the stone axe’. This tourist/community centre tells the story of the Indigenous, the English and the Italian people in the area and how they have been merged to create the social capital of the present community. It dramatizes the story and also acts as a centre for youth to be trained in video production so that they can continue to tell the stories of the community. Only notions of what this can be doing to build up the social capital are available at this stage, however the pride in the centre is an indicator that it is touching the people at a deep level. It has been a source of tourists in the area. Reversing population and economic decline in small inland towns will be difficult but it must begin around notions of what  the place is  all about, what is its story, before it can create a new future. 

The idea of ‘sense of place’ stories or place narratives as they are sometimes called has been highlighted in the Western Australian State Sustainability Strategy (Government of WA, 2003). The notion of ‘sense of place’ in WA is well known through George Seddon’s  book ‘Sense of Place’ as it has played an important role in shaping the development of Perth.  The book outlines the natural history, Indigenous history and European history of the Swan Coastal Plain, providing through its integrated picture a series of important planning realities that have been the basis of how Perth has understood its future for a generation (Seddon, 1972). The State Sustainability Strategy now calls for regional sustainability strategies to develop a new methodology of how regional economic plans, natural resource management studies and place narratives can be integrated through a community visioning process. This is the basis of sustainability
 where the three bottom line areas are not just emphasised as separate exercises but are integrated. The reality of most regional areas is that the environmental and economic are now mainstream policy areas, e.g. NRM is now considered essential for regional planning. But the third social area is rarely a policy priority. Yet it is the social dimension that provides the deeper level to the other two.  It is therefore especially important if any kind of population decline is to be reversed. 

Increasing social diversity

Social diversity is an important element in strengthening social capital, particularly in  small country towns. The trust and reciprocity that Putnam (1993, 1995) found to be so important for economic development in his studies is the glue that holds a place together but the extent of the capital depends greatly on how much difference is being brought together (Winter, 2000).  The literature on innovation and regeneration highlights the need for a variety of ideas to be brought together in order for new ones to be generated (Sirolli, 1995;  Florida, 2002). 

The WA grainbelt has considerably less social diversity than any other region in Western Australia. One way to measure this is simply the proportion of the population born outside Australia; the grainbelt region has 12.6%, rural Western Australia has 26.8% and Perth has 31.3% (Department of Local Government and Regional Development, 2003). 

Some possible ways to increase this social diversity include the targeting of new migrants. This could be assisted if Federal Government policies on immigration favoured family reunion in regional areas. Another way would be to try and tap the new phenomenon of Eco-Villages, through which families are trying to reclaim community ideals while developing ways of minimizing their ecological footprint (Rees    ).  In Western Australia recent attempts have also tried to assert the importance of local enterprise (Antonelli, 2003). If these continue to develop they could become a substantial part of Australian life as the Co-Housing movement has done in Denmark and elsewhere (McCamant and Durrett, 1993). These Eco-Villages need a reasonably large area of land for the 100 or so families that come together and they can be situated anywhere.  There is plenty of land in grainbelt towns but Shires rarely imagine how different ways of developing that land might attract such groups.  The Eco-Village requires almost no physical infrastructure as residents experiment with on-site water, waste and energy.  However the social infrastructure of education, health etc is usually needed. The Eco-Village social experimentation would have many mutual advantages if it was part of a country town but would need attention to issues of social integration.

Urban ‘push’ to grainbelt towns

By becoming more socially diverse, building up social capital and creating an environment that is attractive for city dwellers, country towns may be able to provide a quality of life ‘pull’ to themselves. This depends to a large extent on how the existing ‘push’ from the global city continues to develop.  It is now mostly to coastal areas and is driven by housing and land prices as well as the stress of global city life, especially traffic.  These pressures are likely to continue growing as there seems to be no diminishing in the global growth of cities (Van Vliet, 2001).

However there is a change in the quality of this growth, driven mostly by the limits of transport.  The global city is being pulled back inwards at higher and higher densities (Newman and Kenworthy, 1999).  This can be explained by the Marchetti Principle which demonstrates that the average travel time budget is one hour in all cities and has been so for centuries.  Australian cities have reached the Marchetti limit in terms of outer area growth and are turning back in so that people can be closer to work and services or quality transport options.  In the past decade Sydney has had around 70% of its growth back in through some 20,000 apartments and townhouses, compared to around 30% fringe growth through some 8000 detached houses (Horin, 2005).

Part of the driving force behind coastalisation (and shifting to other smaller Australian cities) has been the desire for maintaining a more spacious housing environment by some of those in big cities. They have been able to fund this shift through the extremely high housing prices in the big cities (Salt, 2001).  There are now constraints on the growth of each Australian city as housing prices have rapidly grown to similar levels as those in Sydney and Marchetti limits have become apparent in all of them.  The same phenomenon is beginning to appear along coastal developments where traffic growth has been very high due to the lack of public transport and the extremely scattered nature of coastal land use.

All major Australian cities and most coastal developments in Australia are undergoing a process of being replanned in order to both prevent or minimise sprawl into sensitive rural and bushland areas and to focus development more into centres and subcentres (see Sydney Metropolitan Strategy, Melbourne 2030, Perth Network City, Brisbane SEQ Strategy, Adelaide Strategic Plan).  The global city and the coast are both becoming constrained spatially.  This is a significant opportunity for grainbelt towns to take up the flow of those wanting a settlement with less spatial pressure.

Partnership with the global city: new bioregion requirements.
There are some newly emerging issues that cannot be adequately dealt with in the global city unless they are addressed in partnership with the country towns of their bioregion.
 

The Australian city is sometimes characterised as the consumer of wealth and the rural inland as the producer of wealth. This is of course not true, especially in the new economy of knowledge and services. In terms of Gross State Product, Perth produces the bulk of the Western Australian GSP (66%) and the grainbelt produces 4% of the state’s wealth (Department of Local Government and Regional Development, 2003).  However perceptions of relative importance spill over into political antagonisms between the bush and the city.  This stereotyping is not helpful to the grainbelt or to the city.  The bush needs the city for its services and markets and the city needs the bush for a range of ecosystem services that are not included in GSP data.  These ecosystem services relate to the bioregion’s character as a source of biodiversity, of bioindustries and of water, as outlined in further detail below.  These services are growing in importance and it will become essential for the global city to manage them much better in the future. They provide an opportunity for partnership between the city and bush with potential to help reverse the population decline in the grainbelt. 

Thus the paper will conclude by analysing how the politics of the grainbelt needs to move from antagonism to partnership around these fundamental ecosystem services. These bio-resource partnership characteristics do not include the provision of food, which is assumed as a necessary and important on-going partnership between the grainbelt and the city.
Biodiversity partnerships with the city

Every city depends on its bioregional ecosystem and the integrity of this system requires an emphasis on its biodiversity. Rebuilding the habitat structure to enable a region’s biodiversity to flourish is fundamental to conservation.  Conservation corridors linking remnants of native vegetation into large tracts of viable habitat are frequently prioritised (State of Environment Advisory Council, 1996).  They are the basis of such visionary projects as the Gondwana Links project in WA’s grainbelt (www.gondwanalink.org).  However this kind of rural partnership process (between public and private landholders) rarely considers the potential partnerships with the city.

Biodiversity partnerships between a city and its bioregion can be through the establishment of physical linkages (with corridors that link the city and the bush) and through social linkages. In Perth, the establishment of biodiversity corridors is especially important as it has such high biodiversity in its own right (Hopper et al, 1996). 

The establishment of biodiversity linkages promises great potential for economic activity between the city and its grainbelt bioregion. The main rationale for this is that cities can provide people for the highly labour intensive activities of biodiversity conservation in the regions.

Residents in cities are becoming increasingly aware of the global threats to biodiversity and there are many urban landcare and bushcare groups whose focus is on the bioregion.  It is possible that this growing sentiment can be further tapped. In a recent monograph for the UN Environment Program (Newman and Jennings, 2004) have suggested that the city should begin to see itself as an ‘ark’ for biodiversity. This already occurs in zoos but the potential is there for intensive rehabilitation and management of urban bush to be done in ways that can also rejuvenate the flora and fauna of the region. 

Karakamia is an urban bush park in the hills of Perth where an intensively managed and privately owned bushland (Australian Wildlife Conservancy) is used to raise rare and endangered species through feral animal protection.  The excess population is transferred to others parts of the bioregion.  The attraction for city residents helps to pay for the service to the bioregion where people are employed in ecosystem rehabilitation.  Through this work and the Western Shield Program of the State Government the Woylie (a small marsupial) has become the first species to be removed from the IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature) endangered species list (www.iucn.org).  Using this model, people in particular parts of the city could adopt parts of the bioregion and provide the expertise, labour, money, flora and fauna that are needed to rehabilitate ecosystems.

The beginnings of this process can already be seen in the growing linkages between city and rural schools (e.g. programs like Ribbons of Blue www.wrc.wa.gov.au/ribbons) and between firms and regional areas (e.g. Western Power employees partner with particular parts of the bioregion in the WA grainbelt). 

It is possible to imagine a whole new biodiversity conservation industry being created through this kind of partnership. The implication for employment at both ends of the corridors and social linkages could be substantial. Each grainbelt town might begin by creating its ‘biodiversity centre’ to provide a focus for such activity. Such a place is being built in the Shire of Gnowangerup around the Mallee Fowl, known locally as the ‘Gnow’ bird. 

Bio-industry partnerships with the city

Bioregions can be the source of a range of new non-food/fibre industries. These tend to be focused on emerging renewable energy industries that are likely to be needed in rapidly increasing quantities as the twin issues of oil vulnerability and climate change begin to impact on global cities. Renewable energy can be provided by growing biomass as well as tapping wind and water. 

The Australian Conservation Foundation examined the potential for renewable energy in Australia and concluded that around 90% of current energy use could be provided by renewables such as biomass, wind and photovoltaic systems. The vast majority of the jobs created would be in regional areas (ACF, 2003).

Each city needs to consider a bioregional energy plan that can identify how renewables might be the basis for new energy and new jobs. This will need to include energy for transport.  Biodiesel and alcohol are beginning to be produced from the Australian grainbelt and are preferably processed locally rather than in the cities.  The role of alcohol from biomass as a source of hydrogen in fuel cell vehicles is likely to solve the problem of carrying and storing hydrogen in the longer term Hydrogen Economy (New Scientist, 21 Feb ’04, p 23). 

By-products from biomass energy are ideal for other bioindustries and also need to be processed locally, otherwise transport becomes an issue.. For example, the Oil Mallee project in Western Australia with its 1 MW demonstration power plant at Narrogin is based on a diversity of income streams from the oil produced, from activated carbon and from the carbon credits as Mallee roots build up over 150 years or so. These are city markets but processing needs to be within a 50 km radius of the Mallee bushes and hence provides regional employment (see www.sustainability.dpc.wa.gov.au/publications).

Other bioindustries such as Mt Romance, which is based on sandalwood and emu oil, have the potential to produce jobs through city markets for cosmetics and pharmaceuticals – the so-called ‘biopharming’ market.  

Green jobs
 in regional areas are growing at a faster rate than general employment (Annandale, Morrison-Saunders and Duxbury, 2004) but whether this becomes the basis of a large scale reversal of the decline in grainbelt areas will depend on the scale of collapse of the fossil fuel based energy, transport and chemical industries. It is possible to imagine that the global oil production peak of the early part of this century (now an almost daily point of discussion in major newspapers and journals) and the growing need to address climate change, will accelerate the changes needed. The bioregions of global cities will be the obvious employment beneficiaries of this change, especially those that have begun to demonstrate how the bio-industry/renewables sector can provide products that meet the global demand for sustainability. 
Water partnerships with the city

Australian cities are all struggling to provide sufficient water in an era of drying climate and increased consumer demand.   In Perth, the reductions in rainfall have now been consistently lower over a 30 year period.  This pattern has now covered the whole southern half of Australia. Responses have included demand management systems as well as new sources. The need to consider each city in its bioregion has never been more apparent than with the water crisis of the new century (see CSIRO’s Water for a Healthy Country Program www.csiro.au/healthycountry).
Solutions to the Western Australian grainbelt’s salinity problems need to involve reductions in water table levels.  This could be linked to the city’s needs. Desalination is now a reasonably cheap option. This has led to the kind of scenarios being developed by CSIRO for desalination at major salinity pressure points and feeding the clean water into urban water supplies. The potential for new jobs in partnership with the city can be foreseen throughout the bioregion. Water is the most basic link between a city and its bioregion. The development of innovation in its supply to benefit both city and region is an obvious area for partnership.

Inner city rejuvenation model for grainbelt rejuvenation

Many of the ideas outlined above are not seen as feasible by commentators on the regions. Often the only conclusion is that we can do little but watch the decline of the grainbelt.  Other declines have been reversed however and may contain a message for the grainbelt. 

Throughout the western world in the 1960’s, the phenomenon of inner city decline set in as car based suburbia took people into green field estates. In Europe, the process of decline was short-lived as people within cities prevented most of the freeway systems that fed the growth of suburbia so evident in other parts of the world.  In Australia, by the mid 1970’s, major concerns were expressed as the population declined by more than 10% in inner suburbs across urban Australia. In the U.S., the decline continued until relatively recently.  However, since the late 1980’s the patterns of decline in Australian cities have reversed and it is now well underway in American cities (Newman and Kenworthy, 1999).

The reversal of the decline in the inner city has some valuable lessons for the grainbelt. The reversal was part of a deliberate strategy based mostly on the inherent attractions of the inner city.  People in the post WWII era  left inner suburbs, preferring the environment, lifestyle and better services of outer suburbs; hence inner areas needed to create more attractive environments, different lifestyle options and amenities to draw people back.

It was also recognised that the inner suburbs were inherently suitable as places to locate the new jobs of the knowledge/service economy and the jobs associated with what Florida (2002) calls the ‘creative class’. Thus strategies to create the meeting places, university facilities and offices were deliberately targeted, as well as those that ensured fundamental transport infrastructure was in place, especially public transport and the walkability of streets (see Newman and Kenworthy, 1999).  Social diversity strategies were implemented to provide niche opportunities in the global creative city competition.     The success of the inner city in attracting population and jobs has meant that the suburbs are now having to create similar centres and much better public transport to be able to compete with the inner city; most new Metropolitan Strategies in Australia are based on this notion. 

The grainbelt can create a similar strategy to reverse its population decline.   The process of change to reverse major demographic trends is never easy but requires a clear strategy.  Some of the notions suggested by the inner city revival would include, for example, university connections, public transport and facilitation of ‘creative class’ opportunities.

Conclusions

This paper has argued that grainbelt prosperity will depend on the health of grainbelt towns, where population decline can be reversed through a range of new functions.

These include:

1. Improved lifestyle-based attractions in grainbelt towns for those in global city or coastal locations seeking to avoid spatial constraints, housing prices and traffic stress. These are likely to involve:  

· improved environmental quality in the town landscape and availability of climate-sensible architecture in country towns

· greater emphasis on ‘sense of place’ through town narratives that can help dramatise the story of the place

· greater social diversity, e.g. through facilitating Eco-Villages.

2. Increased social capital-oriented developments that build on the strengths and ideas of local people.  This is likely to require an emphasis on:  

· local enterprise facilitation and

· ‘creative class’ opportunities and links to tertiary education

3. Greater partnership between the global city and the needs of its bioregion, including biodiversity, bioindustries and water.  This is likely to require an emphasis on:

· partnerships between the bush and the city in biodiversity projects

· demonstration projects that can show both the cost effective provision of fuels and bioproducts and also the need for them to be processed in regions

· strategic plans on how water can be provided in mutually beneficial ways, e.g. through inland desalination.

The push of population from the global city and coastal areas back into grainbelt towns will also require settlement strategies that can continue to clearly show:

· the need to contain and curtail global city sprawl and coastal settlement sprawl, and

· the need to create opportunities for grainbelt towns.

Sustainability is providing the basis for these strategies.  Metropolitan strategies are already creating an emphasis on preventing sprawl and focussing development on centres for environmental, economic and social benefits. Coastal strategies are now recognising the same need for containment.  Regional sustainability strategies are next.  The time has come to create the planning framework for new grainbelt functions and opportunities.
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� These human dimensions of ethics and values in a community will often be referred to here as the ‘deeper’ level of understanding in a community compared to the more technical levels of economics or environmental management.


� Sustainability is defined in the WA State Sustainability Strategy as “meeting the needs of present and future generations through the integration of environmental protection, social advancement and economic prosperity”.


� ‘Bioregion’ is used here to mean the region around a city which provides significant rural and ecosystem services to that city, e.g. water supply, biodiversity services (regional open space) and major food production.


� Green jobs are defined in Western Australia as those intentionally designed to reduce environmental impact and include jobs in earth repair, environmental survey, resource renewal, sustainable energy, sustainable settlements and clean, green food production.





